
From the Mind and Heart of Deacon Chris…… 

My Summer Vacation with Covid 
    When I was in Deacon Formation part of our program was undertaking a Summer   

Ministry.  The idea was to find and participate in a ministry that you may not be familiar 

with, something that may take you beyond your comfort zone, it was good training. One 

summer I spent time at Angel’s Place. Angel’s Place is a permanent residence for        

developmentally impaired adults.  Another summer spent at the Woman’s Huron Valley          

Correctional Facility, where we conducted Scripture and Communion Services for the 

Catholic    inmates.   Both were very worthwhile. This past summer Ruth and I contracted 

Covid,  and it was in a way a spiritual learning experience. 

    Our daughter and three grandchildren came for a week and we planned a four day    

vacation trip to Mackinac Island.   It started out great, the weather was ideal; everyone was 

having a great time.  On the evening of the third day, and even though fully vaccinated, 

our daughter said, ‘I don’t feel well, I think I have Covid.’ (She is a physician.)   Sure 

enough, she tested positive and was getting  progressively worse. The hotel had us contact 

the public health nurse in St Ignace.  She was concerned about our daughter getting on 

Shepler’s Ferry back to Mackinaw City.   The public health nurse contacted Arnold Transit, who ship trip cargo back and forth to 

Mackinaw Island, and arranged for our daughter and our young unvaccinated grandchildren to ride on their barge to St Ignace.  

    Well, we all got back to Detroit.  You know they say the Delta Variant is highly contagious?  It didn’t take long.  In a matter of a 

couple of days, all six of us tested positive, and Ruth and I began showing symptoms of Covid.  The three grandchildren (the oldest 8) 

tested positive, but were essentially asymptomatic.  Our son-in-law then drove all night from Boston, to drive them all home.    

    Ruth and I are fully vaccinated.   The nurse told me that since we were vaccinated, we would more than likely have mild Covid 

(which is essentially body fatigue).   Moderate and severe Covid have respiratory issues, hospitalization, ventilators, etc.  We both   

then had the monoclonal antibody infusion, which helped us turn the corner by not allowing Covid to progress.  We quarantined a full    

fourteen days, took daily walks, and eventually felt normal. 

    In a way, the Covid illness for me was a bit of a retreat. Before he left, Fr Joshua gave us (the staff) a book:  The Spiritual Works of 

Racial Justice A month of Mediations with Ignatius Loyola.    One of the first topics the author enters into is systemic racism.  The root 

word of systemic means it’s relating to the whole structure/organization as opposed to just a single part.  Systemic problems are      

interconnected and interdependent – crime, education, global warming, etc.   The point being racism is as pervasive in our society as 

the air we breathe.   For white people it may be entirely   invisible, may be something just taken for granted.  For those of color, it most 

often is the experiences of daily life.  It affects education, medical care, professional opportunities, housing, etc. 

    So what do we do about it?   Well, this is what the whole book is about.  One interesting chapter from the book struck me, it’s how 

the author utilized the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25 – 37).  We’ve all heard the parable; a man is beat up, robbed, and 

left half dead by the side of the road.   Two members of the religious elite walk by without stopping; then a Samaritan stops and helps 

the injured man.  Jesus asks, which one is the neighbor?  They reply, ‘the one who helped the injured man’. There have been many 

homilies on the Good Samaritan, but the author (Patrick Saint-Jean S.J.), takes a different approach. The author recalls the story of 

Dylann Roof. (About five years ago, Roof pretended to attend a Bible study at a Black church in Charleston, SC.; then opened fire and 

killed nine people.)  Later, that congregation surprised the world by voicing their forgiveness for Roof.  The author feels that Roof 

would be the dying man on the side of the road.   He has been wounded by the hatred that’s often part of white supremacy.  White 

Christianity, the religious elite in the parable, did Roof little, if any good, while the Black congregation let their mercy flow. The author 

is challenging us all to open our eyes.   It sometimes is just too easy just to walk on by when we see injustice.  Jesus calls us to get  

involved, be the Good Samaritan to spend our time, money, and energy to make a difference.            Have a Blessed Week…... 
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Mass Intentions 

Tuesday, October 5 
9:00am  Deceased members of our Parish   
Wednesday, October 6 
8:30am Mass @ CTK 
Thursday, October 7 
9:00am  Members on our Memorial Board 
Friday, October 8 
8:30am Mass @ CTK 
Sunday, October 10 
8:45am  Deceased members of our Parish  

Scripture Readings 

Week of October 3, 2021  

Sunday Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

Gn 2:18-24; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Heb 2:9-11;          
Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12 

Monday Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi 

Jon 1:1—2:2, 11; Jon 2:3, 4, 5, 8; Lk 10:25-37 

Tuesday Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest 

Jon 3:1-10; Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8; Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday Saint Bruno, Priest; Blessed Marie 
Rose Durocher, Virgin 

Jon 4:1-11; Ps 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10; Lk 11:1-4 

Thursday Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary 

Mal 3:13-20b; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 11:5-13 

Friday  Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9; 

Lk 11:15-26 

Saturday Saint Denis, Bishop, and Compan-
ions, 

Martyrs; Saint John Leonardi, Priest 

Jl 4:12-21; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Lk 11:27-28 

Sunday Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Heb 4:12
-13; Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27 

Please Pray 

All-powerful and 
everlasting  God, your Son 
accepted our sufferings to 
teach us virtue of patience 
in human illness.  Hear the 
prayers we offer for our 
sick brothers and sisters. 
May all who suffer pain, 
illness, or disease realize 
that they have been chosen 
to be saints and know that 
they are joined to Christ in 
his suffering for the 
salvation of the world. We 
ask this through Christ our 
Lord. 

We pray for those who 
are in the hospital or ill: 

Joseph Allard 
Vickie Belue 
Bob Brown 
Jolynn Gould 
Sharron Lile-King 
Gaston Nash 
Rose Nabongo 
Mary Leverette 
Diane Davis-Rhetta 
Tammy Smith 
Mario Wilson 
Stanley Zalewski 
Shelley & Derrick 
Bernard Causney 
Charles Lubic 
 
We pray for those who 
are unable to be in 
church with us: 

Annie Hooper 

We pray for those 
serving in the Armed 
Services.  We pray for: 

Cody Berndt 
Justin Blanford 
Chad Brooks 
Eric Brooks 
Jennifer Brooks 
Jeremy James 
Michael Stonestreet 

Zoom With Us! SSOLGH Zoom Mass 

September 26, 2021  ●  8:37 AM 
Meeting Recording :https://

us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/
CF71ejbtNg1QkMmdlO5RH05V_hPTQQJJ
mQXpnxN_5FywBWKp1c_GQZeBt7dJiB0.
sjf_GH8i-Pi5yokh  
Access Passcode: zt@yGR9$  
 

Respect Life Sunday 

The first Sunday of October, often referred to as  

Respect Life Sunday, provides the opportunity for us 

to remember that every human life is a precious and 

irreplaceable gift of almighty God. Pope Francis   

recently stated that: “even the weakest and most   

vulnerable, the sick, the old, the unborn and the poor, 

are masterpieces of God’s creation, made in his own 

image, destined to live forever, and deserving of the 

utmost reverence and respect.” 

Some Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, ‘Is it 

against the law for a man to divorce his wife?’ They 

were testing him. He answered them, ‘What did Moses 

command you?’ ‘Moses allowed us’ they said ‘to draw 

up a writ of dismissal and so to divorce.’ Then Jesus 

said to them, ‘It was because you were so unteachable 

that he wrote this commandment for you. But from the 

beginning of creation God made them male and female. 

This is why a man must leave father and mother, and the 

two become one body. They are no longer two, there-

fore, but one body. So then, what God has united, man 

must not divide.’ Back in the house the disciples ques-

tioned him again about this, and he said to them, ‘The 

man who divorces his wife and marries another is guilty 

of adultery against her. And if a woman divorces her 

husband and marries another she is guilty of adultery 

too.’ People were bringing little children to him, for him 

to touch them. The disciples turned them away, but 

when Jesus saw this he was indignant and said to them, 

‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for 

it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. I 

tell you solemnly, anyone who does not welcome the 

kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’ 

Then he put his arms round them, laid his hands on 

them and gave them his blessings. The followers of 

Christ can be caught between valuing the commitment 

of life’s promises in marriage, and compassion for peo-

ple whose marriages maybe should never have taken 

place, or have broken up. Jesus values the commitment 

too; adultery is condemned as a sin against justice – of 

tampering in some way with the commitment made of 

one person to another. https://sacredheartmessenger.com 



Minister Schedule 

October 10, 2021 @ 8:45am 

1st Reader               2nd Reader 

      Sheila Roy*                  Jim Roy 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time  October 03, 2021 

St. Suzanne 

Our Lady Gate of Heaven  

Catholic Community 

19321 West Chicago 
Detroit, Michigan  48228 
313-838-6780 
ssolgh@sbcglobal.net 
www.stsuzanneourladygateofheaven.wordpr
ess.com 
 
Pastor .......................... Fr. Victor Clore 
Deacon................ Rev. Mr. Chris Remus 
Music Minister .............. Cynthia Brown 
Office Staff ........................ Diane Chiola 
Housekeeping ................... Dawn Sivako 
Mass Schedule 
Daily Mass 
Tuesdays and Thursdays ........... 9:00am 
Weekend Mass 
Sunday ...................................... 8:45am 
 
Baptisms, Confirmations and Marriage 
Call the church office for details. 

Welcome to All Our Visitors! 
If you would like to join our parish, please call 
the parish office.  
 
Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday and Thursday 
8:30am-1:30pm 
Wednesdays 1:00-6:00 pm 

If you are a current parishioner we ask that 
you notify the parish office of any changes in 
your information. 

Featured 

painting for the 

week from the 

Black Catholics 

Art Project 

By Joye Ofei 

                     October Birthdays 

Annie  Hooper                      Kateri Anne Wagner 

Albert  Brachulis                     Ann O’Brien 

Mary Ann Provo                     Thomas Kovach 

Donna Jones                            Marilyn Malone 

Elinora Keith                            Trinity Walker 

Gloria Yarber                  Eunice Cissoko 

            Wishing you all a Blessed day!! 

Billie  

Holiday 

One of the earliest stars of the jazz and rhythm and blues genre was Holiday. Born Eleanora 

Fagan Gough in Philadelphia in 1915, Holiday developed a love for singing and admired 

blues and jazz stylists of the day like Bessie Smith and Louis Armstrong. She was baptized 

Catholic on March 19, 1925.In 1935, she was signed to Brunswick Records and released  her 

first charting single, “What a Little Moonlight Can Do.” Her second single, “Twenty-Four 

Hours a Day,” broke into the pop Top 10. In 1936, her cover of “Summertime” from the folk 

opera “Porgy and Bess” reached No. 12 on the charts and has since become a pop standard. 

“Carelessly” was her sole No. 1 hit, remaining in the top spot for three weeks.   But it was 

two other songs that she will forever be remembered for , the controversial    protest ballad 

“Strange Fruit” and the inspirational “God Bless the Child.” In her 1956 autobiography 

“Lady Sings the Blues,” Holiday explained that the song was written after  an argument with 

her mother over money, when her mother said, “God bless the child that’s got his own.” 

Holiday’s recording of the song received the Grammy Hall of Fame Award in 1976 and was 

included on the RIAA’s list of “Songs of the Century.”  “Strange Fruit,”  described the ra-

cially charged tale of a brutal hanging, and was written by a Jewish songwriter and high 

school teacher from New York named Abel Meeropol. The song laments  the lynching of 

African Americans in the Deep South during the early part of the 20th century. When Holi-

day heard the poetic lyrics of the song, as a black American she was . Two years later Holi-

day, nicknamed “Lady Day” by her friend and music partner Lester Young, released “God 

Bless the Child,” a song she co-wrote with Arthur Herzog that reached No. 25 in 1941.  The 

song opens with lines taken from the   Bible, “Them that’s got shall get, Them that’s not 

shall lose,” as she   reminds us that one must be strong in the face of adversity. https://

thetablet.org/african-american-angel-god-blessed-billie-holiday/ 
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 NORTHWEST CHAPEL MAIN CHAPEL
 16100 Schaefer Hwy. 2624 West Grand Blvd.
 Detroit Detroit
 313-835-3997 313-873-0771
 Gail A. Washington, Mgr. Fax: 972-4405

James H. Cole
home for funerals, inc.

 Karla Maria Cole
 Director

James H. Cole, Jr.
1928-1991

Brice Green
 Director

Antonio Green
Director

Serving You
For over 100 YearS

www.jameshcole.com

Real estate specialists
FREE CONSULTATION
Selling or Management

Robert LaBute
313.690.7990

www.remsrealestate.com
313.533.6300

labute@remsrealestate.com

Real Estate Management Specialists, Inc.
19172 Grand River Ave. | Detroit, MI 48223

DON’S
PLUMBING

Exper t Plumbing
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Donald J. Wood

313-255-1199

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER

Homemade Fresh & Smoked Kielbasa
Homemade Pierogi Party Trays

23822 Joy Rd. • 313-534-1585
joyviewmeatmarket.com

      Homemade Bread,
      Cookies & Cakes

from the Old Fashioned Bake Shoppe

Fresh Meat & Lunch Meat

NEW!

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT

CO.
22602 W Warren
313-278-0380

 25685 W 10 Mile Rd.
 248-356-7625

monuments1947.com

JOHN  WOOD 
PLUMBING

Fast Professional Service

Expert Sewer & Drain Cleaning
Licensed Master Plumber

Reasonable Rates

313-278-9300
johnwoodplumbingllc.com

Call Susie Boone
269-226-0064

or email: sboone@diocesan.com
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