
From the Mind and Heart of Deacon Chris 
Messenger RNA 

  We certainly have heard enough about vaccines this year, Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, Johnson 
and Johnson and side effects of all.  I pray you will get or have been vaccinated to stop the spread of the 
Covid pandemic.   It started me thinking though about vaccinations.    Years ago I use to work for Parke-
Davis as a chemist.   Parke-Davis was a pharmaceutical company that made many different types of drugs 
and among them was a flu vaccine.   Vaccine production was tedious.  First, was to try and figure out what 
strain of flu virus was coming the following year. That was a bit of a hit and miss process as sometimes we 
were right, sometimes just close.  The virus was reproduced in fertilized chick eggs and antigens were har-
vested. As you can imagine, it was a quite a mess.   As I recall, our flu vaccine was only 60 – 70% effective 
but it did lessened the severity of the seasonal flu if you had symptoms.     The seasonal flu can be very 
dangerous as a good friend of ours lost her five year old granddaughter due to complications of the sea-
sonal flu.   

 
Now along comes Covid with the traditional vaccine development time prohibitive in view of the 

raging epidemic.   So what happened, and this is an over simplification, the scientists asked the questions, 
‘Could the body’s immune system be primed to produce antibodies against the Covid infection?’   ‘How 
was the body able to do it if it was possible?’   ‘What would stimulate this response?’  Well, RNA (the 
chemical name is ribonucleic acid), is present in all living cells’. It’s principle role is to act as a ‘messenger’ 
carrying instructions from DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) to control the synthesis (or chemical reaction) of 
proteins and antibodies in the cell.   So the question was asked, ‘Is there a way to introduce a strand of 
RNA into the body, then into a cell and code it to carry the ‘message’ to produce antibodies against the 
coronavirus?  Bingo!  Again, in an over simplification, that’s how the vaccines for Covid function.    

 
Well, what’s the point here?  What is the Gospel?  What is the Kerygma or proclamation?  What is 

Sacred Scripture?  I would say that all, the Gospel, Kerygma and Sacred Scripture, all act as  ‘messenger 
RNA’ that comes into our minds and hearts and souls and leaves a footprint.  Are any of us truly the same 
after attending Mass, receiving the Eucharist, or being in fellowship with our Church community?  The 
‘message’ we receive goes with us to help embrace the outside world. 

 
But, one size doesn’t fit all.  This is true with clothing and most things in life.   It’s also true for 

spirituality.   Three people can read a Gospel passage and find the Word speaking to each individual in 
three different ways.  That is the beauty of Bible Study Groups.    We hear the same scripture passage but 
depending on many factors, it has a different ‘message’ for each individual. 

 
We also know there are different ways to receive the ‘message’ from ‘The ‘Messenger’. Regularly 

attending Sunday Mass (or on Zoom) is an excellent way to receive the ‘message’ and experience our 
Christian community. Weekday Masses at Christ the King on Wednesday and Friday, (sometimes with 
Christ the King students) at 8:30am or St. Suzanne/Our Lady Gate of Heaven on Tuesday and Thursday at 
9am is a more intimate way to also receive the ‘message’. Daily Readings with reflections can be sent to 
your phone or email from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (usccb.org). Matthew Kelly of 
Dynamic Catholic (dynamiccatholic.com) will send a short inspiration ‘message’ to your phone every morn-
ing to start your day. Of course, ‘At Home with the Word’ is subscribe to ‘The Word Among Us’ (wau.org), 
a monthly booklet with the Daily Readings and a personal application. 

 
Hopefully, we will eventually live in a post-Covid society but many things may never be quite the 

same. But as we move forward, hear the ‘message’ from ‘The Messenger’ is ‘I am the Alpha and the Ome-
ga, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.’ (Rev 22: 13) 
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Please Pray
All-powerful and 
everlasting  God, your 
Son accepted our 
sufferings to teach us 
virtue of patience in 
human illness.  Hear 
the prayers we offer 
for our sick brothers 
and sisters. May all 
who suffer pain, 
illness, or disease 
realize that they have 
been chosen to be 
saints and know that 
they are joined to 
Christ in his suffering 
for the salvation of the 
world. We ask this 
through Christ our 
Lord.

We pray for those 
who are in the 
hospital or ill:
Joseph Allard
Vickie Belue
Bob Brown
Jolynn Gould
Barb Hickey
Sharron Lile-King
Gaston Nash
Rose Nabongo
Mary Leverette
Diane Davis-Rhetta
Tammy Smith
Mario Wilson
Stanley Zalewski

We pray for those 
who are unable to be 
in church with us:
Annie Hooper

We pray for those 
serving in the Armed 
Services.  We pray for:
Cody Berndt
Justin Blanford
Chad Brooks
Eric Brooks
Jennifer Brooks
Jeremy James
Michael Stonestreet

Mass intentions
Tuesday, April 27

9:00am Fr. Robert Singelyn req. by Parish 
Family
Wednesday, April 28

8:30am Mass@ CTK

Thursday, April 29
9:00am Deacon Francis Xavier Chau Doan req

By Parish Family 

Friday, April 30
9:00am Mass @ CTK

Sunday, May 2
8:45am Deceased Parishioners of the Parish

Scripture Readings
Week of April 25, 2021

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:8-12; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 
29; 1 Jn 3:1-2; Jn 10:11-18

Monday
Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3-4; Jn 10:1-10

Tuesday
Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7; Jn 10:22-30

Wednesday Saint Peter Chanel, Priest and Mar-
tyr; Saint Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest
Acts 12:24—13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8; Jn 
12:44-50

Thursday Memorial of Saint Catherine of Siena, 
Virgin and Doctor of the Church
Acts 13:13-25; Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27; 
Jn 13:16-20

Friday Saint Pius V, Pope
Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab;  Jn 14:1-6

Saturday Saint Joseph the Worker
Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4;  Jn 14:7-14
Memorial: Gn 1:26—2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17,
23-24; Mt 13:54-58

Sunday Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32;1 Jn 
3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8

4th Sunday of Easter
On the third Sunday of Easter, we contin-
ue to hear Gospel accounts of Jesus’ ap-
pearances to his disciples following his 
Resurrection. Today’s reading, taken from 
the Gospel of Luke, follows immediately 
after the report of Jesus' appearance to 
his disciples on the road to Emmaus. This 
is the event being recounted by the disci-
ples in the opening verse of today’s Gos-
pel. Consistently in the reports of Jesus’ 
post-Resurrection appearances, Jesus 
greets his disciples with the words, 
“Peace be with you.” The disciples have 
witnessed the death of someone they 
loved, and they now fear for their own 
lives as well. Peace is what they need 
more than anything else. Jesus often con-
nects this greeting of peace with another 
gift-forgiveness. Even as they hear Jesus’ 
greeting of peace, the disciples are star-
tled and terrified. They are uncertain 
about what to make of the figure before 
them and, quite understandably, they 
mistake Jesus for a ghost. Yet the figure 
before them is not a ghost; Jesus invites 
them to experience his resurrected body 
with their senses, to look and to touch. 
The figure before them is flesh and bone, 
still bearing the marks of crucifixion. Alt-
hough the disciples cannot forget his 
suffering and death, peace begins to take 
root in their hearts, as their fears turn to 
joy and amazement. As further proof of 
his identity and of his resurrected body, 
Jesus eats with his disciples. The disciples 
have known Jesus best through the meals 
that he has shared with them. By eating 
with his disciples after his Resurrection, 
Jesus recalls all these meals, and most 
importantly, he recalls the Last Supper. 
Having shared a meal with his disciples, 
Jesus now uncovers for them the signifi-
cance of what was written about him in 
the Scriptures. As Jesus commissions his 
disciples to be witnesses to what Scrip-
tures foretold, our celebration of the Eu-
charist commissions us. Like the disciples, 
we are sent to announce the good news 
of Jesus’ forgiveness of sins.
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19321 West Chicago 
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Pastor ........................... Fr. Victor Clore 
Associate Pastor ......... Fr. Joshua Peters 
Deacon ................ Rev. Mr. Chris Remus 
Music Minister ...............Cynthia Brown 
Office Staff ......................... Diane Chiola 
Housekeeping.................... Dawn Sivako 
 
Mass Schedule 
Daily Mass 
Tuesdays and Thursdays ........... 9:00am 
 
Weekend Mass 
Sunday ....................................... 8:45am 
 
Baptisms, Confirmations and Marriage 
Call the church office for details. 
 
Welcome to All Our Visitors! 
If you would like to join our parish, 
please call the parish office.  
 
Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday and Thursday 
8:30am-1:30pm 
Wednesdays 1:00-6:00 pm 
If you are a current parishioner we ask 
that you notify the parish office of any 
changes in your information. 

Zoom With Us! 
SSOLGH Zoom Mass 

8:30 am, Every week on Sunday  
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85154587801 
Meeting ID: 851 5458 7801 
(Room is available starting 15 minutes before and for 15 minutes after each service.) 
SSOLGH Mass Zoom Room 

April 18, 2021  ●  8:35 AM 
Meeting Recording:   https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/
share/8sa8hLxBFNj3jkkA5STxLmxfgHgDezaM5ljip34mpcyStjM1Y4BCTN8UavNU
RCdz.EN0xeE4Cs7wG31U1 
Access Passcode: J9?By0Dq  

Due to the flood damage in the rectory, parish offices are tempo-
rarily located the cry room of the church.  If you need to talk to 
the parish office, please leave a message.  We still check the 
parish answering machine daily! 

Minister Schedule 
May 2, 2021 @ 845am 

1st Reader 2nd Reader 
Paul Murray* Sylvia Walker 

Prayer for an End to the Coronavirus Crisis 
We come before you in our time of need. 
 
Loving God, We lay before you our concerns and fears over the spread of the 
coronavirus. We know that you are mightier than all our fears and that the 
name of  Jesus is the name above all other names. 
 
We ask, in the name of Jesus, that you stop the spread of the coronavirus. In 
your mercy, heal those who are sick and lead those who have died into your 
heavenly kingdom. 
 
We ask this in the mighty name of Jesus.  Amen. 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter  April 25, 2021 

Free Diapers  
St Suzanne 19321 W. Chicago 
Free diapers will be distributed by the Metropolitan Detroit Diaper Bank on every 
4th Wednesday of the month from 1-2pm.  313-493-9129 

The clothing closet is located in the  
parking lot. Feel free to drop off   
donations for the closest anytime during 
the day at the Resource Center. The clos-
et is open for shopping on Wednesdays 
and  
Thursdays from 3pm-5pm. 

All clothing is free! 

St. Suzanne/Our Lady Gate of Heaven Catholic Community 
Mission Statement 
St. Suzanne/Our Lady Gate of Heaven is a community of disciples of Jesus, who 
witness, celebrate and announce the Kingdom of God in this West Detroit area. As 
Catholic Christians we receive God’s gifts gracefully, cultivate them responsibly, share 
them lovingly in justice with others and return them with increase to the Lord.  We 
will use our time, our treasures and our talents to respond to the challenges of our 
time to the needs of the people in our faith community and in our neighborhood 
community.  

Thank you to all those who contributed to our Rice Bowl donations.  
Your generosity and support is greatly appreciated! 

STAY SAFE! 
STAY HEALTHY!! 

WEAR YOUR MASK!! 
As a reminder, masks are to be worn 
when attending Mass in person and  
social  distancing is to be observed. 
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James H. Cole
home for funerals, inc.

 Karla Maria Cole
 Director

James H. Cole, Jr.
1928-1991

Brice Green
 Director

Antonio Green
Director

Serving You
For over 100 YearS

www.jameshcole.com

Real estate specialists
FREE CONSULTATION
Selling or Management

Robert LaBute
313.690.7990

www.remsrealestate.com
313.533.6300

labute@remsrealestate.com

Real Estate Management Specialists, Inc.
19172 Grand River Ave. | Detroit, MI 48223

Stan Sajewski Jr.
313-402-9454
313-271-2500

WESTLAND
980 N. Newburgh Rd.

734-326-1300

PLYMOUTH
46401 Ann Arbor Rd. W.

734-459-2250

DON’S
PLUMBING

Exper t Plumbing
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Donald J. Wood

313-255-1199

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER

Homemade Fresh & Smoked Kielbasa
Homemade Pierogi Party Trays

23822 Joy Rd. • 313-534-1585
joyviewmeatmarket.com

      Homemade Bread,
      Cookies & Cakes

from the Old Fashioned Bake Shoppe

Fresh Meat & Lunch Meat

NEW!

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT

CO.
22602 W Warren
313-278-0380

 25685 W 10 Mile Rd.
 248-356-7625

monuments1947.com

JOHN  WOOD 
PLUMBING

Fast Professional Service

Expert Sewer & Drain Cleaning
Licensed Master Plumber

Reasonable Rates

313-278-9300
johnwoodplumbingllc.com
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